MINUTES
CLAY COUNTY SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
		8:00 A.M. THURSDAY, MAY 26, 2022
THIRD FLOOR COMMUNITY ROOMS A/B

Members Present: Kevin Campbell, Jenny Mongeau, Cliff Bang, Russell McDougall, Wayne Lepper, Everett Nelson, Roger Richman, Joe Pederson, Chuck Hendrickson, Russ Colson, Chuck Hendrickson. 

Others Present: Steve Larson, Steve Iverson, Julie Kennedy, Brett Rice, Todd Bratlien, Tom Fuchs, Shannon Thompson, Justin Sorum. Joining by Teams: Jeannie Givens, Matt Evans, Michael Comstock. 

On motion by Jenny Mongeau, seconded by Heather Nesemeier, and unanimously carried, the Committee approved the meeting agenda with the removal of the 8:45 item (City of Felton). 

On motion by Roger Richman, seconded by Russ McDougall, and unanimously carried, the Committee approved the minutes from April 28, 2022. 

Resource Recovery Campus Update – Tom Fuchs, Construction Engineers
Tom Fuchs provided an update on the sitework/main building/structure at the Resource Recovery Facility. Construction on the inbound/outbound scale and scale house structures will begin next Tuesday. Roadway grading, aggregate base, and paving will follow. Fuchs said they have been looking at portions of landscaping and plantings on the north and west perimeter where the fencing is located. Storm drain utilities to be coordinated with downspouts. 

The north push wall is complete. Foundation walls at Grid 8 are ongoing. Shallow footings and foundations on the perimeter of the tipping floor are ongoing in area C. Geofoam and Grid 7 grade beam will commence next week; a suspended slab will follow. Area B backfill is complete. Pre-engineered metal building erection is ongoing. Under slab mechanical, electrical and plumbing will commence next week. Slab on grade will follow.

Planting in Green Space at New RRF – Heather Nesemeier 
Heather Nesemeier said there is an opportunity for intergovernmental collaboration between the City of Moorhead, Clay County, and Clay Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) to look at alternatives for planning the green space at the Resource Recovery Facility (RRF). 

Tony Nelson from SWCD thinks there is an opportunity to do levels of multiple beneficial green space at the facility. His office has done a couple of sites around the County that are minimum maintenance once established. 

Kevin Campbell said there is potential for establishing a pollinator habitat area that could serve its purpose and be an educational tool for the public. There are many things to consider before planting. He would like SWCD to review the site with the City of Moorhead staff and Tom Fuchs, the project manager, and make suggestions on what will work.  
The planting along the north and west perimeters at the Resource Recovery Facility (RRF) will be on hold until opportunities can be reviewed. 
[bookmark: _Hlk99525184]
Comstock Construction – Joe Johnson 
Joe Johnson was unavailable for an update. Michael Comstock gave an overview of the issues at the landfill. Comstock said the CS2 pump, the sagging discharge line, and the control panel need to be reinstalled. Comstock is working with Automatic Heating and Air to reorder the regulator for the boiler, and Perennial to regulate the surging that is coming from the flare. Comstock is working with Burns and McDonnell regarding the sagging gas lines at the landfill. Burns and McDonnell will have an updated drawing and Comstock will coordinate with them. Troubleshooting has been challenging, and they are moving forward to resolve things.  

Rosenberger said the project has been frustrating. There have been three project managers with a lot of change but not much progress. 

Campbell said there have been weekly meetings and he was pleased there appears to be a solution for the gas line issue. 
     
Landfill Fires – Everett Nelson
Everett Nelson reports the township has concerns about fire safety at the landfill. Residents north of the landfill could smell something burning most of the day. There was no sign or number to call. The fire department had trouble getting access because there was no key. A lock box has since been installed for the fire department. The fire chief said lithium batteries were involved. 

Nelson said the fire occurred after cleanup week. He was asked if there is enough daily cover available. Brett Rice said there is daily cover and a pile of soil specifically ready to smother fires. 

Jenny Mongeau thinks it would be appropriate to increase the host fee to help the Hawley Fire Department because of hardships the fires are creating for the township. 

Shannon Thompson shared that she and Brett Rice have discussed the fires. The issue is being addressed in the June edition of Trash Talk and billboards will advise of how to dispose of lithium batteries properly. She hopes to collaborate with the City of Moorhead Sustainability Coordinator regarding proper battery disposal. 

City of Felton – Jeff Rehder
Jeff Rehder was unavailable to give a report.

Perham Update – Kevin Campbell
Kevin Campbell said everything seems to be going well at PLMSWA. There was an unanticipated $210,000 overage in the cost of the $2 million bond project. There is a reduced amount in a line item within the budget because of the work being done. 

PLMSWA is on schedule to meet the 54,000 tons for the first time. The balance by County is good. Clay County has a deficit of 407 tons. 

The wage rate study was done and sent to the finance committee for discussion. The costs to implement it from July through December is $38,000. The full year cost going into 2023 will be $69,000 before COLA. The finance committee recommended making the change. 

Campbell announced that Dave Overbo resigned from the Highway Department. Justin Sorum is interim County Engineer and was introduced to SWAC members.

Campbell mentioned Kirk Rosenberger’s retirement date is June 17th and thanked him for his service. 
   
General Updates – Kirk Rosenberger
Kirk Rosenberger said many good things have happened. There is a scale at the landfill. Prairie Lakes is a positive thing and helps extend the life of the landfill. The equipment has been updated at the landfill. The new building is being shared with the Highway Department. There is a cell expansion with new gas wells. The citizen drop-off was needed and has been done. 

Clay County received $600,000 from the legislature for the initial engineering of the transfer station, as well as $7.5 million for the transfer station. A major issue moving forward will be PFAS. Leachate will need to be pretreated. The wells will need to be sampled for PFAS at a significant expense. Grants will be available from the PCA. The Comstock demolition landfill may have to close if the PCA requires liners. The County needs to decide if they want to build a demolition landfill. 

Rosenberger thanked everyone and said he would not have been able to do his job without the support. 

Roger Richman made a motion to adjourn, Everett Nelson seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 9:31 a.m. 






